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Dear James Dornan,  

 

Equalities and Human Rights Committee consideration of the transition of 

young people from education to employment and stakeholder priorities 

 

Further to my letter of 25 October, which highlighted the work the Committee is carrying 

out in relation to school buIlying and harassment, I am writing to inform you of a piece of 

work the Equalities and Human Rights Committee’s (EHRiC) has agreed to undertake, 

which may also be of interest to the Education and Skills Committee as the lead policy 

committee for education. I would also like to share with you some evidence gathered 

through our three stakeholder roundtable sessions which may be of relevance to your 

Committee’s work programme.   

 

Young people’s transition from education into employment 

 

Over the past two months the EHRiC Committee has been taking evidence from a wide 

variety of stakeholders on the development of its work programme. One of the 

intersectional issues (where two or more equality characteristics combine) which 

emerged from this work is the transition of young people from school into work. 

 

We heard this is a crucial stage and that there is an opportunity to make a difference to 

young people’s life chances by breaking the cycle of inequality and poverty by making 

recommendations for strategic intervention. The Equalities and Human Rights 

Commission highlighted some groups which face the most barriers i.e. young people 

leaving care, black and minority ethnic young people, young women and young disabled 
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EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

 

Roundtables held on 8 September, 19 September and 6 October 2016 

 

 
 
Bullying in schools: Recording of incidents 
According to Stonewall, most LGBTI incidents were in the 16-25 year old age group.3 
The Coalition for Racial Equality and Rights Scotland (CRER Scotland) advised the 
Committee incidents in school did not contribute to the statistics on hate crime, 
although bullying in school could be considered a pre-crime, and as such was a 
precursor to hate crime.4 The Equalities and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) 
highlighted the lack of data on sexualised bullying. A refresh of non-mandatory 
guidelines was acknowledged by the EHRC however, mandatory reporting of 
prejudice bullying was considered necessary.5   
 
Inclusion Scotland considered there was underreporting of bullying of disabled 
children in schools and believed that schools didn’t want to report as it could affect 
the schools’ reputation. 6  Enable Scotland also had concerns about bullying of 
disabled young people and advised the Committee more than 70% of young people 
with learning disabilities felt people in school didn’t understand them and half of 
those felt alone at school.7  
 
Bullying in schools: Training of teachers 
Stonewall said only 16% of teachers have had training on LGBTI bullying or talking 
about lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex issues in the classroom.8 Also 
a ‘hangover’ from section 28, Stonewall advised, meant 75% of primary school 
teachers and 44% of secondary teachers were told they could not talk about LGBTI 
issues.9 To address these issues Stonewall believed there should be more focus on 
teacher training and on continued professional development.10 Stonewall and LGBT 
Youth Scotland had been in discussions with Deputy First Minister about how the 
Scottish Government could accelerate the train-the-trainer programme which trains 
teachers to train their peers about inclusive education.11 
 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) had consulted 72,000 young people and 79% 
of them felt the PSHE curriculum needed to be changed to be more representative of 
the big issues e.g. sexual relationships, consent and mental health. Young people 
should also be involved in facilitating its design and delivery.12 
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Use of mosquito alarms 
CRER Scotland told the Committee the use of mosquito devices was against human 
rights and discriminatory towards children and young people.13 
 

Education 

Inclusion Scotland said a third of children with additional support needs were not 
taught in mainstream schools.14 Enable Scotland also considered how people with 
learning disabilities were included in school a priority equalities and human rights 
issue. More than 60% of children with learning disabilities did not feel part of life at 
school, while 25% of them had been excluded from school trips because of lack of 
support to allow them to take part. More than half of parents said their child felt 
excluded from extracurricular activities at school. While 40% of parents said their 
child had been informally excluded from school with 19% of these stating their child 
was excluded from education on a weekly basis due to lack of support.15  
 

Religious education 
The Humanist Society Scotland said it was time to extend the right to opt out of 
religious observance in schools from parents, to young people, in the same way as 
England and Wales had.16  
 
In terms of sex and relationship education, the Humanist Society Scotland said there 
were issues around some denominational schools’ non-provision.17 
 
Interfaith Scotland told the Committee in order to have good relations diversity of 
religion had to be promoted in schools and across local authorities and 
organisations. Concern was also raised 40 minutes a week for children to explore the 
diversity of religion in Scotland was not adequate.18 
 
The Scottish Secular Society’s chief concern was the mandatory appointment of 
three church appointees on local authority education committees. The Society 
advised that of the 32 committees, church appointees held the balance of power in 
19 of them. It was considered by the Society that these appointments circumvented 
the democratic electoral system and the system should be changed from mandatory 
to one where local constituents could vote on whether to have a religious 
representative to ensure accountability. Another matter raised was that schools 
should not be allowed to accept students according to their baptism or, teachers 
according to their religious affiliation.19 
 

Children and Young People 
 
Together highlighted the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014, which 
placed a duty on the Scottish Government (SG) to further the UNCRC. This meant 
the SG had to carry out a child rights and wellbeing impact assessment on all new 
policies and legislation. If the Committee looked at the concluding observations on 
UNCRC this would serve as a “road map” to ensure children and young people’s 
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rights were respected across all policy and legislation and “not just pigeonholed into 
children’s services”.20 
 
CYPCS highlighted the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child had just produced 
its report “Concluding observations on the fifth periodic report on the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland” and pointed to this as a useful starting point.21  
 
Physical punishment of children 
Scotland was only 1 of 4 countries of the Council of Europe to allow physical 
punishment of children. Together advised this was raised during consideration of 
Universal Periodic Review, the Committee against Torture, the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. 22  CYPCS said we were still allowed to hit our 
children in Scotland and this put us to shame in the rest of Europe and legislators 
must look to provide equal protection.23  
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